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What is DIGS? 
James Thomson is excited to announce a new schoolyard improvement project that 
is just getting started.  
 
The project's name is “DIGS” – for Discover-Imagine-Grow Schoolyard. The name 
captures the theme behind the changes as well as the meaning of home or “digs.”  
The vision is to not just replace some of the aging playground equipment. The DIGS 
project will look at the entire school ground and its potential as an important part of the 
students’ daily school experience. JT’s kids spend a quarter of their school day outside. 
The intent is to create a schoolyard that is special and loved and promotes many 
different ways to play, many different ways to learn, and diverse activities to benefit our 
kids' health. DIGS aims to be a place that encourages kids to discover the outdoors in 
their own way, use their imaginations, and grow in healthy ways. And perhaps grow 
vegetables too!  
 
Why do a project like DIGS? 
A number of schools across Canada have done “school ground greening” but James 
Thomson will be the first in Powell River. The motivation for change at these schools 
has a common theme: vibrant and diverse schoolyards for outdoor play, learning, and 
healthy activity have many benefits for students, teachers, and their schools. A growing 
body of research suggests these types of schoolyards promote cooperation, safety, less 
bullying, stress reduction, enthusiasm for learning, positive behaviour in the classroom, 
teaching enthusiasm, good attendance and school morale, among many other benefits.  
 
DIGS will reflect James Thomson’s uniqueness, character and whole school community. 
In all its stages, the key to DIGS' success will be school-wide participation. 
 
What will DIGS look like in the end? 
The PAC’s DIGS committee wants to find out! We want everyone in the school 
community to participate – the ideas for what is wanted will come from the students, 
teachers, administrators, support staff, parents and families, and surrounding 
communities. DIGS will also be getting expert assistance at different points in the design 
and building process. The existing JT schoolyard has “great bones.” DIGS intends to add 
to and enhance the schoolyard’s many great features. We hope to replace some 
playground equipment, plant some shrubs and/or trees, add in some learning gardens 
(for vegetables or other themes), build a covered, four-season structure for a gathering 
space, paint the pavement in creative ways with art or games … as a start. 
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What are the steps involved? 
DIGS will likely be a 1-3 year project, depending on the complexity of the overall design. 
Over the next few months, DIGS will start its “wish list” phase. This means gathering 
ideas from all members of the school community about what they would like to see in a 
new schoolyard. The gathering of ideas can come in many ways (surveys, meetings, etc). 
DIGS will bring groups together - staff, students, parents and families, community 
members - to join in  "brainstorming workshops" to stimulate and exchange ideas about 
the schoolyard. After generation of "acres" of ideas , the design process will proceed 
through editing and refining ideas and development of a site plan. The site plan will be 
used during the funding phase and then the building phase when plans are made for 
implementation and DIGS breaks ground. 
 
Is anything happening now? 
A Garden Group (of parents and teachers) is forming. The group will be working 
together to plan and build some vegetable gardens on the school grounds. These will 
likely be in place before too long and the hope is to plant seeds this spring. These 
gardens will allow students to gain first-hand knowledge about "how things grow." 
These gardens will also help Farm To School expand both its connections with the 
students and meal ingredients! 
 
 
By bringing people together to participate in the design and construction of DIGS, we hope to 
build not only a vibrant schoolyard for the kids, but also a connected school community of 
children, families, and staff at James Thomson – who come from all over this beautiful region.  
The vision for DIGS is to create an outdoor space that kids are proud of and want to take care of. 
We want kids to look forward to playing in and learning in their schoolyard every day. 
 
 
Where can I go for more information? 
Stay tuned for more information about DIGS. Parent group "brainstorming workshops" 
will likely take place in March or April. Feel free at any time to contact any of the DIGS 
committee members or Mrs. Marshman with any ideas or questions. If you are 
interested in the Garden Group, please contact the parent coordinator, Jen Dodd. 
 
DIGS committee  email   
Leta Burechailo  morchailo4@yahoo.ca 
Laura Gottfried  senseofwonder@telus.net 
Jon van Oostveen  jonvanoostveen@gmail.com  
Jen Dodd    info@jenniferdoddphotography.com 
 
DIGS newsletters and updates will be sent home periodically as well as posted on the JT 
website (www.sd47.bc.ca/school/jt/). Also visit JT's website for blogs, Twitter, and 
other links. As mentioned, schoolyard greening is happening at many schools in Canada 
and other countries; there are many related resources online. Evergreen, a Canadian 
organization that helps communities create and sustain dynamic outdoor spaces, has a 
very useful and inspiring website: (www.evergreen.ca/en/programs/schools/index.sn) 
A National Film Board film “A Crack in the Pavement: Growing Dreams” is a must-see: 
(www.nfb.ca/film/crack_in_pavement_growing_dreams) 


